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Deacon Dennis Hayes  ●  Deacon Steve Klak 

Deacon John Naber  ●  Deacon Matt Rust  ●  Deacon Joe Weir 

     ST.  MAXIMILIAN  KOLBE  CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY 
A Parish of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday 5 pm Vigil Mass 
 

(Recorded & shown on  
Saint Maximilian Kolbe Church 

YouTube channel) 

Sunday 
 

8 am 
10 am 

12 Noon 

Daily Mass 

Monday – Saturday 
8:30 am 

Confessions 
 

Saturdays 
3:30 pm – 4:30 pm 

 

or by appointment. 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday – Friday     9 am – 5 pm 

10135 West Road 
Houston, TX  77064 

Parish Office: 281-955-7324 
Fax: 281-955-7328 

www.stmaximilian.org 
   Email:  stmaximilian@stmaximilian.org 



OUR  PARISH  MISSION 

We are the Christian Community of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, a Catholic parish of the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston.  Embracing our many and diverse gifts, we are united in Christ Jesus.  Challenged by the teachings of Our 
Lord, and inspired by the example of our Patron, we strive to serve God, and to minister to others, in prayer, 
sacrament, faith formation, and charity. 

PARISH  STAFF 
Mary Alice Greaney—Music Director 
Beth Jones—Parish Business Manager 
Eileen Mace—Kolbe Kids EC Program Director 
Lupe Mendez—Custodian 
Yvette Neider—Parish Night Clerk & Baptismal Coordinator 
David Nguyen—Custodian 
Sister Vinflora Onije—Pastoral Assistant 
Miguel Perdomo—Maintenance & Handyman 
Phyllis Schoelman—Parish Secretary 
Molly Smith—Director of Evangelization & Catechesis 
Diana Thomas—Faith Formation Assistant 

PASTORAL  COUNCIL 

Anna Cardona 
Jason Donat 
Madelyn Henderson 
Judy Quinn 
Christian Munoz (Recorder) 
Pam Munoz 
Mitch Reece (Facilitator)
Esteban Teran 
Eileen Torres 
Chuck Woodruff 
Paul Yim 
Ken Zavatsky 

FINANCE  COUNCIL 

Martha Alvarado 
Sean Kennedy 
Wilfred Krenek (Facilitator) 
David Ricke 
Bob Charnock 
Mark Kohlschmidt 
Evie Ornelaz 

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM: 
ADULT  BAPTISM:  Adults who are preparing to become  Catholic, will participate in the Rite of 
Christian Initiation at Easter. 
INFANT  BAPTISM (under the age of 7 years old):  We celebrate Infant Baptism on the 2nd Saturday 
of each month, except during Lent.  Parents and Godparents of infants to be baptized should attend 
Baptismal classes, preferably before the child is born. 

SACRAMENT of CONFIRMATION: 
        Adults and older youth who have not been Confirmed should contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT of MARRIAGE: 

Couples who are considering marriage should contact the parish office, at least six (6) months before 
the couple's projected wedding date. 

The 2020 – 2021 Faith 
Formation Calendar is 
now available on the St. 
Maximilian website.  All classes will be Virtual. 
Parent meetings are set and will be held in Sep-
tember.  Please check at www.stmaximilian.org 
for more information.  Should you have any ques-
tions, call Molly in the parish office or send her an 
email at mollys@stmaximilian.org 

Are you interested in joining the Catholic Church or know someone who is?  Or 
were you baptized Catholic but never completed your Sacraments of Initiation 
(Confirmation & Eucharist)?  If your answer is “yes” to any of these, then RCIA 
is for you!  Our sessions are scheduled to begin on September 20th at 11:30 
am.  We would normally meet in person but due to current COVID-19 re-
strictions, we will begin our program with virtual meetings.   

     Contact Deacon Matt Rust at matt.rust@stmaximilian.org or 281-300-9923 for more information or 
should you have any questions. 
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The parish offices will be closed tomor-
row, Monday, September 7th for the La-
bor Day holiday.  May you all enjoy a 
safe and healthy Labor Day weekend. 



St. Maximilian Kolbe, pray for us! 

Fr. Lawrence W. Jozwiak 
Pastor 

September 6, 2020 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

Labor Day, the first Monday in September, was a 
creation of the labor movement and is dedicated to the 
social and economic achievements of U.S. workers. It 
constitutes a yearly national tribute to the contributions 
workers have made to the strength, prosperity and well-
being of our country. It began with several states making 
it a holiday and then Congress in 1887 made it a national 
holiday. Labor Day weekend is the symbolic end of 
summer (though our heat continues) and the last chance 
for families with school age children to travel (though 
school has begun for some).  

We give thanks for those who are employed. We 
need to pray for the people who are unemployed or 
under-employed especially during this pandemic. The 
Catechism states “Everyone should be able to draw from 
work the means of providing for his life and that of his 
family, and of serving the human community…
Unemployment almost always wounds its victim’s 
dignity and threatens the equilibrium of his life. Beside 
the harm done to him personally, it entails many risks for 
his family (#2428; 2436).”  

How true that last statement is! Just talk to any 
unemployed person and hear their pain, frustration, 
anger, etc. Self esteem can be so damaged since work 
often gives a sense of identity to who we are, that we are 
productive, doing good, providing for the household, etc. 
Some people question God’s goodness when 
unemployment occurs. It goes back to that perennial 
question of why bad things happen to good people. 
Lack of work brings many problems—not only 
financially, but to relationships as well. Let us also pray 
especially for those who are older and cannot find work. 
Many times, such people have a harder time due to 
possible “age discrimination”. Sometimes companies can 
pay younger workers less money. Yet the older age 
group has much wisdom and experience to offer.  So let 
us pray that all the unemployed may find gainful work.   

 

   Pastor’s  Message p. 3

Let us pray for those who lack job skills that they 
may receive the necessary training.  In my opinion, 
perhaps our society has emphasized a college degree as 
the only means to a “successful” career.  But there are so 
many trades and other jobs that are necessary for our 
society to function that a college degree may not be 
necessary: carpenters, construction workers, AC / 
heating work, mechanics, electricians, plumbers, 
restaurant workers, store attendants, etc.  The list goes 
on. Many of these trades / jobs (not all) provide very 
good salaries.  Not everyone is meant for college, but 
they can do very well in trade schools or 
apprenticeships. Many people who are released from 
prison can be productive citizens if they receive the job 
training necessary, including while in prison. 

Let us pray for those have to work more than one job 
just to make ends meet, especially when family life 
suffers. Though some people do not have ‘control’ of 
the number of hours they have to work, what about those 
who intentionally work so many hours to get ahead in 
their field but to the detriment of family relationships 
and even health? Unfortunately, there are some people 
who work so much as a means to avoid home life and/or 
responsibilities. There must be a healthy balance, which 
can be a challenge.   

Though work can give a sense of identity, it should 
not be our sole identity.  Isn’t our identity molded 
primarily by the fact that we are children of God, created 
in His image and likeness? Are we not called to be good 
family members, regardless of our marital status?  Are 
we not called to be good stewards of the earth’s 
resources and to spread the Gospel to all?   

As I preached last weekend, we will have a virtual 
Adult Ed session to unpack the U.S. Bishops’ lengthy 
document on Faithful Citizenship. The Catholic 
principles & morals will be presented that are to be used 
to make an informed Catholic decision on a candidate, 
not a political party. This session “will not tell you” 
which candidate to vote for.  See p. 5 for more info. 

Observe Wednesday, Sept. 9 as a day of prayer--p. 9. 

“The Cross is the school of love.” 
“The most deadly poison of our time is indifference.” 

—St. Maximilian Kolbe 

“There is no greater love, than to lay down one’s life for one’s friend.”     John 15: 13 



p. 4 TODAY’S  READINGS 
First Reading — Warn the wicked and try to turn 
them from their ways (Ezekiel 33:7-9). 
Psalm — If today you hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts (Psalm 95). 
Second Reading — Owe nothing to anyone, ex-
cept mutual love (Romans 13:8-10). 
Gospel — If two agree about anything for which 
they pray, it shall be granted to them (Mt. 18:15-20). 

Monday, September 7
Michael Cartafalsa †             8:30 am 
Tuesday, September 8      The Nativity of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary
Alveraize Saizan, Intentions              8:30 am 
Jaylan Davis † 
Eddie Velasquez † 
Wednesday, September 9  St. Peter Claver
Patrick J. Nelson †               8:30 am 
Thursday, September 10 
Michael Cartafalsa †             8:30 am 
Friday, September 11
Felencio (Sonny) Feleo †        8:30 am 
Nam Le, Intentions 
Saturday, September 12     The Most Holy 

   Name of Mary 
Henry Hsiang Nien Liu †          8:30 am 
Ashley Pereira †          5 pm 
Amy Calhoun, Intentions 
Sunday, September 13  24th Sunday 

       of Ordinary Time 
Parishioners of St. Maximilian                   8 am 
Lindsay Bowker †                                 10 am 
Florence Onije † and Christopher Onije † 
Lupé Arcos †                                     12 Noon 

Pray for the repose of the souls of our faithful departed: 
 

Adria Gould †, wife of Ed Gould 
Dot Schoelman † 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
—And let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. —Amen. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  —Amen. 

For consolation & God’s healing graces upon the family & 
friends of the deceased.  Heal their pain and dispel the dark-
ness & doubt that comes from grief. —Amen.

SIGNIFICANCE of BOWING 
 

A bow signifies reverence & honor shown to the names or event being mentioned.  We are to do the following: 
1) A bow of the head is made when the three Divine Persons (the Trinity) are named together and at the names
of Jesus, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of the Saint in whose honor Mass is being celebrated. 
2) A bow of the body (a profound bow) is made during the Creed with the words “and by the Holy Spirit was
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.” —General Instruction to the Roman Missal, #275 

Loving Father, on this weekend, when we rest 
from our usual labors, we pray for all who 
shoulder the tasks of human labor— in the 
marketplace, in factories and offices, in the 

professions, and in family living. 

We thank you, Lord, for the gift and 
opportunity of work; may our efforts 

always be pure of heart, for the good of others 
and the glory of your name. 

We lift up to you all who long for just 
employment and those who work to defend 

the rights and needs of workers everywhere. 

May those of us who are now retired always 
remember the valuable contribution we make 
to our Church and our world by our prayers 

and deeds of charity. 

May our working and our resting give you 
praise until the day we share together in 
eternal rest with all our departed in your 

kingdom as you live and reign  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 
Courtesy of the Archdiocese of Detroit 

        Prayer for Labor Day 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 
desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  Never 

permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 



READINGS  FOR  THE  WEEK 
Monday:  1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-7, 
12; Lk 6:6-11, or, for Labor Day, 
any readings from the Mass “For the Blessings of 
Human Labor,” nos. 907-911 

Tuesday:  Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6; Mt 
1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23] 

Wednesday:  1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-17; 
Lk 6:20-26 

Thursday:  1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Ps 139:1b-3, 13
-14ab, 23-24; Lk 6:27-38 

Friday:  1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84:3-6, 12; Lk 
6:39-42 

Saturday:  1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18; 
Lk 6:43-49 

Sunday:  Sir 27:30 — 28:7; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; 
Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35  

For the scriptures used at Mass every day and to 
hear a Reflection, go to:  
http://www.usccb.org  On the very top Menu bar, 
tab in on “Daily Reading.” Then click on the date 
of the readings you would like to read.  You may 
also request to have the daily readings sent to 
your email. 

p. 5

 

St. Maximilian Kolbe, 

Pray for us! 

 

Weekend Homilies are recorded & 
posted now on our parish webpage 
above the menu bar next to bulletins: 
https://stmaximilian.org/  

Faithful Citizenship 
"We need to participate for the common good.  Sometimes we hear:  

a good Catholic is not interested in politics.  This is not true: good Catholics 
immerse themselves in politics by offering the best of themselves so that 

the leader can govern." - Pope Francis, 9/16/13 
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship is our (USSCB) teaching document on the political respon-
sibility of Catholics.  This statement represents our guidance for the Catholic faithful in the exercise of 
their rights and duties as participants in our democracy. 
The Catholic bishops of the United States (USCCB) are pleased to offer once again to the Catholic 
faith-ful Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (in English, en Español), our teaching document on 
the political responsibility of Catholics.  This statement represents our guidance for Catholics in the 
exercise of their rights and duties as participants in our democracy.  We urge our pastors, lay and 
religious faith-ful, and all people of good will to use this statement to help form their consciences; to 
teach those en-trusted to their care; to contribute to civil and respectful public dialogue; and to shape 
political choices in the coming election in light of Catholic teaching.  The statement lifts up our dual 
heritage as both faithful Catholics and American citizens with rights and duties as participants in the civil 
order. 
Read Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship:  A Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic 
Bishops of the United States (en Español), which provides a framework for Catholics in the U.S. 
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship-title 

Join us on Wednesday, September 30th 
for an evening virtual meeting (time to be announced) 
with Deacon Larry Vaclavik to unpack the USCCB’s 

document on Faithful Citizenship. 

https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship-title


ADORATION has resumed.  There is new protocol to be followed which is posted at the entrance to 
the Immaculata Chapel.  The Immaculata Chapel is closed Saturdays beginning at 10pm until 5am 

for intensive sanitizing.  No one may enter during these hours. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

Below are days/times where help is needed. 
“So you could not keep watch with me for one hour?...”  Mt 26:40 

To sign up, please contact Susie Charnock @ 281-813-1492. 

Updated:  08/25/2020 

Day of the week Hours Needed 
Monday 12 Noon – 1 pm 
Monday 2 pm—3 pm 
Friday 3 pm – 4 pm 
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The Bible Timeline:  The Story of Salvation 
Videos by Jeff Cavins 

 
This 25-week study gives participants an overview of Salvation History by following 14 narrative books 
in the Bible.  It also gives the tools to help understand the remaining books by helping contextualize 
where they belong in history and what was normal in the lives and culture at the time.  An excellent 
study for beginners and people who wish to read the entire Bible. 
 
We will be holding meetings by Zoom on Sunday evenings at 6:30 pm or—this is new!—on Monday 
mornings at 10 am.  There are many useful materials to help understand the main points that come 
with the book.  The cost of the materials is $35 but do not let payment stop you from joining us.  Contact Molly Smith in the 
parish office or at mollys@stmaximilian.org to register.  It is still early in the study, we would love for you to JOIN US! 

ATTENTION  LECTORS 
 

During this time of COVID-19, Lectors are be-
ing scheduled for Masses on a weekly basis.  If 
you are a trained Lector, and want to resume 
reading again at your selected Mass time, con-
tact Sister Vinflora in the parish office at 281-
955-7324 or sistervinflora@stmaximilian.org. 

A  MESSAGE  OF  LOVE 
In the final verses of today’s Gospel reading 
Jesus says that when two or three are gath-
ered in his name, “there am I in the midst of 
them” (Matthew 18:20).  So we understand 
that fraternal correction is always undertak-
en with Jesus present to us. 
Likewise, encouraging the good in others is 
not only the right thing for us to do, it is a 
necessity.  The Lord tells the prophet Ezeki-
el that if he “does not speak out” to dissuade 
a person from evil, then he too will be held 
responsible. 
We live in a “do your own thing” age when 
moral objectivity is often ignored.  Clearly 
when the message we share with others is 
one of love, our motives cannot ever be mis-
interpreted.  As St. Paul writes, “Love does 
no evil to the neighbor; hence, love is the 
fulfillment of the law” (Romans 13:10). 
                                              Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

LABOR 
 

A truly American sentiment recognizes the 
dignity of labor and the fact that honor lies in 
honest toil.                                  Grover Cleveland 

The Texas Catholic Herald is now be available to 
view online, just like the print version!  Read all the 
content from Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, your favorite 
writers and columnists, local, state and national 
headlines, as well as interesting stories from around 
the world and the Vatican.  https://www.archgh.org/
digitaleditions  Did you know the Archdiocese has a 
podcast channel?  Get audio versions of Messages 
of Hope reflections, talks from this summer's Café 
Catholica, and more.  Just search for "Archdiocese 
of Galveston-Houston” in your favorite podcast app. 
#Catholic #podcast #evangelization 



Online Weekly Offertory Giving 
As Catholics, we believe that all we have is a gift from 

God.  Our response in faith is to offer these gifts back to 
God in gratitude.  With gifts of prayer, we pray for our 

nation, Church and our parishes. With gifts of treasure, 
we support our parishes even when we cannot be there 

in person. 
Each gift is extremely appreciated and will support our 
parish bills, outreach efforts, as well as the staff and 
their families. 

3 Ways for you to give to our parish: 
1. Online at FaithDirect.net; You may easily schedule a 
monthly offertory; or make a one-time donation to St. 
Maximilian Kolbe Church using Faith Direct; our parish 
code is TX625. 
2. Deliver envelopes with cash or checks to the parish 
office during office hours. 
3. Mail checks (do not mail cash) to the parish office:  
St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic Church; 10135 West 
Road, Houston, TX 77064. 

This is a great time to plan some family time together.  Consider this free service for Catholics.  Use the 
parish code below to register for access to our St. Maximilian Kolbe account.  What is available?  Audio 
books for children, teens, and adults.  Narrated Documentaries; Full length Movies; Animated Books and 
More!  You can find stories of Books of the Bible; Mother Teresa; Lives of Mary and Joseph; Bernadette; 
Joan of Arc; Soldiers of the Pope; Biographies of Popes; Stories and talks about the Catholic Faith; Stories 
about conversion; Spanish & English.  Explore your Faith with a huge volume of available material!  
Whether you are home by yourself or with family...plan a movie night each week, then follow-up with dis-
cussion and prayer.     www.formed.org; parish code:  BVPDYC 

Faith Direct:    $17,465.00     08/31/2020      # of Donors 
Offertory:       $14,930.00        132 
Debt Reduction:       $  1,900.00          23 
Assumption of the  
       Blessed Virgin Mary:    $     120.00            8 
Infirm Priests:       $     370.00            9 
Faith Formation:      $     120.00            2 
Mass Intentions:      $       25.00            1 

Mass Attendance & # of Envelopes for 8/29 & 30, 2020 
     5 pm                  150;           27 Envelopes 
     8 am    129;            16 Envelopes 
    10 am     236;           30 Envelopes 
    Noon     156;           14 Envelopes 
    Total:     671;           87 Envelopes 

Sunday Collection for August 29 & 30 
Offertory:            $10,705.00 
Debt Reduction:           $     680.00 
The Assumption of Mary:          $       20.00 
Collection Total is:                     $11,405.00 
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U.S. Census     All of God’s children count.  If you were living in the United States on April 1, it is your duty to complete 
the 2020 US Census, regardless of your immigration status.  The Census is used to distribute federal funds between 
the states.  It is EASY to complete the Census online at www.my2020Census.gov or by calling 844-330-2020 (English) 
or 844-368-2020 (Espanol) or by mailing in your written Census form.  Your answers are completely confidential and 
can never be used against you by any agency, court or person. 

The Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston Development 
Office continues to work on their new reporting system, 
Raiser's Edge.  Once complete the Raiser's Edge pro-
gram will offer the most efficient, thorough, and up-to-
date reporting of Diocesan Services Fund and IGNITE 
Campaign information for all parishes in the Archdio-
cese.  As soon as possible we will update our DSF and 
IGNITE reports.  Thank you for your generous dona-
tions to help us reach our $138,000 DSF goal! 

Hurricane Laura Recovery Assistance:   
Called to Care for Others 
Recovery from catastrophes like Hurricane Laura 
will take years. But we can help now. Our support to 
our neighbors, friends and loved ones to help them 
recover from this disaster is a sign of Christ's love 
to those in need in the greater community. Thank 
you for your prayers & your generosity. 
 

To donate to the Hurricane Laura relief efforts, go to 
www.archgh.org, tab in on the main page:  Helping 
our Neighbors: Hurricane Laura Recovery.  Then 
donate directly either to the Diocese of Beaumont 
and/or the Diocese of Lake Charles.   

2nd Collection this weekend that will provide vital 
scholarship support to students of the University of St. 
Thomas, Houston’s only Catholic University. Your con-
tribution helps provide a quality Catholic education that 
instills in students the core values of goodness, disci-
pline, knowledge and community.  Online gifts can be 
made at stthom.edu/secondcollection  Thank you! 



SEPTEMBER:  Universal Prayer Intention:  Respect for the 
Planet’s Resources     We pray that the planet’s resources will not 
be plundered, but shared in a just and respectful manner. 

Benjamin Bellami, Bill Carew, Patricia Carter, Denise Caskey, Patria Cillo, Emilio Chavez-Cody, 
Kayson Clay, Patricia Crim, Martha Dardnel, Deacon Fred Dinges, Edna Dominguez, Courtney 
Durocher, Jearald Dyer, Bobby Embesi, Aurora Enciso, Karen English, Dora Enriquez, Linda Everest, 
Most Reverend Joseph A. Fiorenza, D.D., Missy Fouts, Sheri Friecke, Joseph Gallagher, Carol Ann 
Geary, Eric Gensch, Richard Geveshausen, Beatriz Gonzales, Kenny Gordon, Francisco Grados, 
Mack Harper, Mitzi Harper, Charles Hebert, Rachel Huebel, Irma Jacinto, Linda Johnson, Monsignor 

Milam Kleas, Corine Konvicka, Madison Koopmann, Laurine Krejci, Della Kubeskie, Tommy Kubeskie, Mrs. Hoang 
Le, Neveah Leger, Hoken Linden, Rachele Marchisio, William Massey, Sabrina McClure, Ashley Mueller, Mark 
Neagli, John Oggero, Father Roy Oggero, Kristen Ornelaz, Richard Ornelaz, Carmen Ortiz, Jerry Pendlum, Vic 
Pennell, Herman Pereira, Stan Petty, Drake Pope, Jennifer Quintanilla, Chris Raggio, Oralia Ramirez, Robert 
Reue, Joel Rivera, Most Reverend Vincent M. Rizzotto, D.D., J.C.L., Carol Rodriguez, Kent Rogers, Nelda Ruiz, 
Alveraize Saizan, Maria Senjudo, Ernest Sepulveda, Doug Shepherd, Tony Sliva, Louise Slott, Grace Smith, Joey 
Smith, Lance Smith, Nancy Snyder, Irma Sosa, Marilyn Stocker, Christine Swiech, Ken Switzler, Diana Thomas, 
Vick Anthony Todaro, Annette Triska, Father John Ulm, Meghan Urbanski, Janet Vasko, Megan Waggoner, 
Jerelyn Walker, and Linda Webb. 

The  Chapel  Sanctuary  Candles  and  Flowers  at the  Altar  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
for  the  week  of  September 7th  are  in  loving  memory  of  Evelia  Lopez  †. 

If you would like someone added to our Parish Prayer List, please contact the parish office @ 281-955-7324.  Going forward the Prayer List 
in the bulletin will be reviewed periodically and names on the list over 90 days will be removed unless we receive notification to retain them.  
May God bless you, protect you and please keep all those on our list in your prayers.  Thank you. 
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Items currently needed in the Food Pantry: 
 

Canned chicken        Jelly     Peanut Butter 
Canned chili                 Paper Towels 
Canned pasta              Oatmeal Packages 
Canned pasta sauce    Boxed Cereal 
Gravy mix packages    Canned Fruit 
 

St. Maximilian’s Food Pantry is now open for 
curbside pick-up only on Wednesdays beginning 
at 3:30 pm.  Contact us by calling the parish office 
or at FoodPantry@stmaximilian.org.  Thank you for 
all donations! 

Weekly Devotional Prayer 
 

Holy Rosary @ 6:30 pm on Wednesdays 
Evening Prayer @ 7 pm on Wednesdays 

Divine Mercy @ 3 pm on Thursdays 
All are prayed during Adoration in the 

Immaculata Chapel. 

That each of us may have the strength and 
courage to put Jesus first above worldly ways 
and material gains. 
“You, son of man, I have appointed watchman 
for the house of Israel…” - Ezekiel 33:7 
Many of us are generous with our gifts.  Howev-
er, many of us are not generous in proportion to 
the gifts we have been given.  How often do we 
give at the minimum level required?  Remem-
ber, the Lord calls us to nurture and develop our 
gifts.  He calls us to be generous with all the 
gifts He has given us, especially the one that 
means the most to us. 
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ST. PETER  CLAVER (1581-1654):  Sept. 9 
Nearly two hundred years before the Declaration of 
Independence proclaimed “that all men are created 
equal,” two hundred fifty years before the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation mandated an end to slavery, three 
hundred fifty years before Martin Luther King’s “I 
Have a Dream,” and four hundred years before the 
election of an American president boasting African 
heritage, Peter Claver left his native Spain behind to 
volunteer for the Jesuit missions in Colombia.  There, 
he was horrified both by slavery as an institution and 
by the inhuman brutality inflicted upon the slaves.  He 
solemnly vowed to become “the slave of the slaves,” 
and lived that vow heroically for close to forty years.  
Not knowing their language, Peter began his ministry 
among the slaves by using the universal language of 
practical charity, providing medical care and a tangi-
ble though wordless assertion of their human dignity:  
“We spoke to them not with words but with our hands, 
kneeling beside them, bathing their faces and bodies, 
encouraging them with friendly gestures” (see Liturgy 
of the Hours, Volume 4, p. 2018).  Then came evan-
gelization and baptism.  Holiness as human whole-
ness:  Peter Claver’s enduring witness. 
                            Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

In Wake of Kenosha Violence, U.S. Bishops’ Chairman for Commi ee Against Racism  
Urges Day of Prayer and Fas ng A UG US T  2 7 ,  2 0 2 0 ,  B Y   USC C B   P U B L I C   A F F A I RS   O F F I C E  
WASHINGTON - Friday, August 28th marked the 57th anniversary of the 1963 March on Washington where Rev-
erend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his “I Have A Dream” speech.  In this historic address, he proclaimed 
that when the builders of our nation wrote the words of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, 
“they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir.  This note was a promise that all 
men, yes, black men as well as white men, would be guaranteed the unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness.” 
  Bishop Shelton J. Fabre of Houma-Thibodaux, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) 
Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism offered a reflection on Dr. King’s iconic words on the anniversary: 
  “That promissory note must be satisfied.  On this 57th anniversary, in the midst of our country’s ongoing racial 
unrest, we restate our commitment to peacefully seeking racial justice.  We stand in solidarity with Archbishop 
Jerome E. Listecki of Milwaukee, which serves the City of Kenosha, who earlier this week said, ‘Violence can 
never be the means to attain peace and justice.  The Church stands as a beacon of hope.  The sins of violence, 
injustice, racism, and hatred must be purged from our communities with acts of mercy, with the protection and 
care for the dignity of every human person, with respect for the common good, and with an unwavering pursuit 
of equality and peace.’ 
  “We reiterate the value of those whose human life and dignity in this country are marginalized through racism 
and our need to fight for them including the unborn.  Considering the violence in Kenosha, Wisconsin, and in 
other cities across the nation, we urge all people of faith to observe the Feast of St. Peter Claver on 
Wednesday, Sept. 9th as a day of fasting and prayer.  We urge Catholics to consider attending the Holy Sac-
rifice of the Mass and offer your participation in reparation for sins of racism to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  We 
invite the faithful to also consider praying the rosary, the USCCB’s Prayer Service for Racial Healing, and for the inter-
cession of the saints who have fought for racial equality such as St. Katharine Drexel and St. Peter Claver.  We 
must continue to engage the battle against the current evils of our society and in the words of Dr. King, refuse to 
believe ‘that the bank of justice is bankrupt.’  Dr. King’s dream, as he himself said, is deeply rooted in the Ameri-
can Dream.  Let us not forget the price that he and so many courageous witnesses of all faiths and creeds paid 
to bring us to this moment.” 

A Prayer for an End to Racism 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Wake me up Lord, so that the evil of 
racism finds no home within me. 
 

Keep watch over my heart Lord, 
and remove from me any barriers to 
your grace, that may oppress and 
offend my brothers and sisters.  
 

Fill my spirit Lord, so that I may give 
services of justice and peace.  
 

Clear my mind Lord, and use it for your 
glory.  

 

And finally, remind us Lord that you 
said, "blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called children of 
God."            
 

Amen.             (USCCB  Prayer) 
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